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This might be fatal to our chance of winning the
War. We are, however, unanimously of opinion
that the situation has changed since the plan for
the offensive begun in April was agreed upon by
the two Governments, and that this plan is no
longer operative. It is no longer a question of
aiming at breaking through the enemy's front and
aiming at distant objectives. It is now a question
of wearing down and exhausting the enemy's resis-
tance, and if and when this is achieved, to exploit
it to the fullest extent possible. In order to wear

him down we are agreed that it is
Policy of absolutely necessary to fight with all
attrition Our available forces with the object of

destroying the enemy's divisions. We
are unanimously of opinion that there is no half-way
between this course and fighting defensively, which,
at this stage of the War, would be tantamount to
acknowledging defeat. We are all of opinion that
our object can be obtained by relentlessly attacking
with limited objectives, while making the fullest
use of our artillery. By this means we hope to gain
our ends with the minimum loss possible.

Having unanimously agreed to the above prin-
ciples, we consider that the methods to be adopted
to put them into practice, and the time and place
of the various attacks, are matters which must be
left to the responsible Generals, and that they
should at once be examined and settled by them."

Then followed a discussion which in effect empha-
sised the agreement which had been reached.

General Petain expressed entire concurrence, and
said that the Generals were in agreement in detail as
well as on general principle. Very shortly, the